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El Camino Real girls’
soccer going for its
seventh straight title
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Valley View Community School Principal Gail Abril looks at a small copy of the mural that students in the spacial neads
program ane croating 1o decorate a wall at the school.

Mural oﬂers kids a chance to share

BY CONNIE LLANCS
Sl Wiver

MEWHALL — Krista Evans’
long brown braids swished as
she gently  glided  her  pue-
ple-doused  paintbrush  across
the B-fool-high canvas.

“Purple is my favorte color,”
said V-year-old Knsta, her huge
smile revealing a missing front
tooth. “Tlas i the first time 1
ever gel (o paint & rmaral.”

Sprna nfida, a neurological
dissbility, kecps Krsta m a
brown, wooden whealchair
st of the time, bat painting i3
one af the aciivitics she con do
with ense,

Murk  Kolskicjendk, the
father of & 15-year-old who suf-
fers from Heil's symdrome,
knows all albist kids like Erista,

He realieed carly on that an
had a spectal place in his own
davphier’s physical therapy.

That motivated him to stan
the Special Children’s  Ants
Foundaton, a nonprofit organi-
.-'.tl||.|¢|. I,I.l...LIII..,II.I:IJ o l'.iTII'IEII‘IH
mural painting to special needs
children a5 a meany of integrat-
ing them anto their coimiei-
lies,

The newest mural Kolodziejc-
zyk 15 overseeing is ol Valley
View Comnwunity School in

Mewhall wnd will feature images |

of disabled childrem participat-
ng in cxireme yports.

The E-fogu-by-30-foot mural
will be on display inside the
school's physical therapy room.
TA former scenic artist for
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MURAL:
Art project fuels
kids’ enthusiasm
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theme park ndes, including Dis-
nevlond’s Indiana Jones and
Universal Studios’® Terminatar
2:3-0 Kolodsicjezyk left a
lucrative art carcer to chase his
[HISSEAN,

=] elifingd |:1'|'.||.;|||‘| it, bt thes
i= the most rewarding thing [
e ever done in my career,”
Raoledzicjeryk said.

Declining art classes in pub-
e schools — especially in spe-
cial education — and o drive o
infegrate regular education chil-
drén with special needs chil-
dren Jed Kolodzigjezyk on o
sedrch.

“The whaole purpose behind
doing these art projects is that i
builds community and it helps
develop  socialization  skills
between the regular and handi-
capped students,” he sad, “It

allowes remular students to learm
to appreciate who they are.”

Mow the Santa Clanta rex-
dent admits he works more
bours than he ever has, bat t's
wogth 1L

“Mothing comes even ¢loss
— btom line,”™

Nicole Armitage, an associ-
e of Kolodzicjicayk and the
artist behind the murl praject,
znid the biggeat reward for her
is o watch art work it magic
on these very specinl childmen

“T hawve seen how these kids
relax when vou give them o
brush,” Armitage said, “They
gtay very focused and it get's
very quiet, It's very Zen-like.”

Carol Posthumus, a special
education feacher ot Valley
iow, said that far many of ler
students, who are severely dis-
abled and mostly nonverbal,
the mural has been a |1|.:|E|.r
ireid.

“One livde  girl was 5o
exvited as soon as we came in
here she had her hand ready,”™
Posthumes said.

Having special necds children

Above, Valley View
Community Schacl
praschoaler Kévin
Fuentas, 3, gols halp
fram teachar's akda
Susan Matzhe and
sixth-grager Katrice
Smith, The kids at
the school are
creating a mural tha
will hang on the wall
of the school. AL keft,
Valley View
sixth-grader Crystal
Ramirez works on a
saction of the mural,
Diadd Crare
frar Phegigracker

work & amiss in osuch a
large-scale projoct s designed o
heip them build relationships with
their able-bodied countenparts,

Posthumus =said 1i's &
two-way payoll.

“It 15 wonderiul to ses the
regular  education  chilfren
being so patient.”

Sixth-groder Katrice Smith part

held 4-year-old Zion Thorsas®
hand stendy as they drenched
the canvaz in black ]-.-ainl.

“It's fun working with the
kinds,” Kalrice swid, 1 like being
u part of this and helping.”

Tunya Kalantari, a special
education  coordinator ot the
school,  cxplained  interaction
like this helps the specinl educa-
tion students.

“Thiz really encourages social-
ization. Anviime a peer doss
fypical @clivily, it molivates
therm to ey " Kolantard sand.
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Wallay
B View
Communit
v School
slxth-grad
or Al

Anguiano
heips
Crysta
Evans, 7,
with her
painting.
Children
at the
school are
creating a
mural that
will hang
on a wall
" | atthe

" | schoal.
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For Zion it's about having fun

— und the color pumple.
“T like painiing uﬂdc."
The Special Children Ants

Foundation has been commis-
sioned for wo more murals b
the city of Santa Clarita, ;mﬁ
Eolodzicicryk said he's got a
growing*waiting list of excited
icipanis.

Still the best part of the day for
Kolodzicjezyk comes with what
he calls his Flicheock moment
— when he fouches the finished
mugal with his daughter.

“For me to ouch twe mural
with my doughter, it's like leav-
ing my signature without sigming
the muml,” Kolodaceryk said.

The credit, he =aid, goes o his
danghter.

“She iz the one who moti-
vated me"”
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