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The Canyon boys tennis
team edges Quartz Hill |
by one game in
its season opene
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Taxing
Tobacco

L.A. County’s uni
areas may soon require
businesses to pay a

yearly fee to sell tobacco. B1

Serdiny Gamyon Guurtry, Mrewhaill, Ssogues, Yalénclia, Steversos Ranch, Caztaie, Vol Verde, Acton & Agua Owlce

Mural
‘to Inspire
Disabled
Students

By Jessica Marks

HICMAL STAFF WEITER

- Painting something for o
school project may not be
such a big deal for evervone,
but for V-year-old Crysta
Evans, painting o section of
Yalley VYiew Elementary
School’s mew mural proved
she was jusi as falented as
every other kid at the school
— even though she's dis-
abled. ]

Sitting in a special woaden
wheelchair fitted just for her,
Evans was reéady (o paint all
day. Sixth-grader Jose Mavar-
ro helped Evans paint by
holding the end of her paing-
brush and helping her smear
the right color of paint in the
right spaces.

=1 get a linle on my ¢lothes
sometimes.” Evans said. smal-
ing and taking hold of a brush
loaded with black paint as she
filled in a section of a snow-

THERAPY THROUGH ART
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(Top) Dhenushka Dassanalke,

By by REMEH ADRA, Tea Sigra
11, helps Lucas

Jouglet, 12, paint 8 mural that will be scanned anto
vinyl then stretched across the speclal education
raom. It's all part of the Special Childréen's Arl Founda-
tion that integrates art and physical therapy. (Abova)
Joramy Chlaback, 10, paints with the help of sixth-
grader Sandl Tami at Valley View Elementary Schoaol.

boarder’s outfit.

But it wasn't just any snow-
boarder she was painting —
he was disabled as well,

The mural depicts extreme
aduoptive " spoms and shows
how children can participate
in horieback nding, fnow-

boarding and  surfing —
thought g be the most diffi-
cult = a1l withour the abilicy
to use their limbs on their
oW,

Once linished,” the seven
panels that the stedents crear-

: See MURAL, page AS

Mural

Continued from page A1

ed will be scanned onta vinyl,
then steetched over an 3-foot
by 30-foor wall in the special
edvecation room where chil-
dren can see it every day —
and kpow they helped make
something territac,

[t's all part of the Special
Children's An Foundaiion —
a Canyon Country-based
organization rhal inlegratcs
art and physical therapy into
digabled and amiling children’s
lives.

“It"s a really great opportu-
nity to build awareness,” Spe
cial Children’s founder Marc
Kolodziejoeyk snid.

Bolodzigjervk™s aown 13-

year-old doughter, Kara, o,

with Beit’s Syndrome — a
newrodevelopmental disorder
ocgurring  in females el
alfects hand movemenls and
witlking abilities — has ried

all of 1those spons with her
dad.

Kolodziejezvk was inspired
to draw those times with Karas
into scenes on the  muoral,
seenes Yalley View studenis
filled in with paine Wednesdoy.

[0 a room filled with chil-
dren armed with buckers of
paint and endless stretches of
canvas, the room was oddly
quict.

“li's a toially calming ther-
apy.” zaid Micole Armilage, &
foundation representalive and
artist. “It"s a good distraction
for the kids™

Armitage helped orches-
trate a similar project at Los
Angeles Children’s Hospital
that illustrated & H-Eo0E jun-
gle scene that sick children
painted alongside their fami-
las 8

Duging that project, she
Found that for the hour or 0
every day that the students
painted, thev had a chance 1o
forget that they were sick, she

sitidh,

Painting at Valley Yiew,
kids seemed les: afmaid of
thew disabilitics as many siu-
dents relaxed their elbows and
brushed the paint onto the
CHIVASES,

Maorcover, both  dizpbled
and rypical stedents ore mok-
ing friends with each other, o

phenomenon that would never

have happened omiberwise,
1eachers suid,

Valley View Elementary
Schoal = the only elementary
school in the Santa Clarita
Valley designated to reach all
of the valley s severely dis-
abled children — has won
awards in the past for inte-
graling average students into
special education classes and
vice versa, principal Gail
Abril said,

Thitt makes this mural eveén
more specinl for Yalley View,
Abril anid.

Iy gaing 1o be just beawti-
ful” she spie.

And it"s meaninglul, as
well,

On Thursday — as is Lypi-
cal of every single day — a
few sixth-graders pave up
their lunch recess (o spend
time with the special educa-
tion preschool cliss,

Chris Solvers, 1], knows that |
his friends in the specinl day
class are differemt, but he does-
o't teat them any differenly,

While many of the children
in the preschoo] ¢lass are non-
verbal, Soliero has learmed
their sign language and knows
when someone is hungry.
tired or sod.

“It"s just the same as playing
with Kvlie as it is with Charl-
ton,” Soltero said, pointing o
one special day elass student
amd another sixth=grader.

Hearing it made
preschonl  teacher Tanva
Knlantari well up with lears,

“We're not oursiders. Here,
everyone loves them,” she said.
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